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Message from the Bishop of Calcutta
Dear Friends
Warm Christmas Greetings from Cathedral Relief
Service and the Diocese of Calcutta
On the 15th November 2008, I had the wonderful opportunity of meeting Mr. Adrian Whalley, Mr. Ray
Brookes (Trustees of Friends of the Cathedral Relief
Service, U.K), Mrs. Eileen Brookes, Mr. Clive Brown,
Ms. Jenni Dare and Ms. Barbara Topley who visited
the Cathedral Relief Service projects in the Urban
Slums and Rural Villages. At no point of time during
my brief interaction with them I felt that it was the first
time that I was meeting them, This gave me a great
sense of comfort and encouragement to experience
their involvement in the work of Cathedral Relief Service in Kolkata and its rural areas.
What is heartening for me to see that the enthusiasm
shown by each one them to do something to make a
difference in the lives of children, women and men in
the slums and villages and their eagerness to go beyond just financial support from the Friends of the
Cathedral UK. I am assured of the fact that this partnership is an example of a “One Team” effort.
I am sincerely grateful to each of you who generously

donate towards the work of Cathedral Relief Service
and must thank you immensely for your trust, belief
and continued support, despite the geographical distance of both the countries. Mr. Adrian Whalley and
our friends will be sharing their experience with photographs of how best and efficiently as “One Team”
the program has been able to put to use the contributions made by you,
As we are in Advent and about to celebrate the joyous coming of the Christ Child into each of our
homes and more importantly for those in the slums,
ghettos, villages and less fortunate situations, on behalf of Executive Members of Cathedral Relief Service and the Diocese of Calcutta “May this Christmas Be Blessed and full of Love and Joy. A very
Happy Christmas to one and all, would like to
wish all of you a Blessed and Peaceful Christmas.”

God Bless you
The Rt Revd Ashoke Biswas
Bishop of Kolkata and Chairman of Cathedral Relief Service, Kolkata
27th Nov 2008
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This edition of the Newsletter celebrates the visit of Friends to India to
marvel at the incredible progress which has been made to the lives of
so many disadvantaged communities in and around Kolkata since the
previous Friends visit some three years ago.
Each visitor has given what can only be a glimpse of their experiences.
We publish here the kind words of Rig David to demonstrate to all those
who have made this work possible through their generosity.
Dear My Friends and Supporters
Warm Greetings to each of you, from members
and staff of the Cathedral Relief Service in
Kolkata.
During the 1st week of November 2008 a group
of wonderful people from UK visited Cathedral
Relief Service Kolkata. The Team consisted of
two trustees from the “Friends of the Cathedral
UK” Mr Adrian Whalley and Mr Ray Brookes
and members Mrs Eileen Brookes, Mr Clive
Brown, Ms Jenni Dare and Mrs. Barbara
Topley. If you get an opportunity to meet them
and talk to them about their visit to the slums
and village programs, I trust you would want to
a make visit for yourself.
Friends of the Cathedral UK and Cathedral Relief Service Kolkata for over twenty five years
have been combining efforts addressing issues
of poor communities in the slums of Kolkata
and rural villages in West Bengal. Making a
difference in the lives of less fortunate communities primarily, Children and women has been
the goal in our working together.
As a member of this team I have experienced a sense of tremendous team spirit from
our partners Friends of the Cathedral UK,
which goes beyond just channeling financial
support of donations generously made by
each one of you. What has this done for the
Kolkata Team.? Their courage, passion and
vision has given each one of us to find a
meaning and purpose in our lives. And to demonstrate to the world that ordinary human beings can do extraordinary things for less fortunate communities, simply believing in themselves and in the tremendous power of collective action .

most importantly this has not stayed a dream. It
is a living, breathing reality. It s there in the
child labour3., in the volunteer who is an advocate for child Rights, in the employee who
says “I didn’t realize how precious an identity is“3.. In the corporate that commits to
ensuring no child labour will exist in any aspect of their work :., in school children who
generously give something for their fellow children (St. Margaret’s Lee School, London),3
in primary school teachers who demand for
training so that they can serve their children
better3 in an individual who chooses to
share his first salary with children, in the
sheer joy and wonder that we experience in
small pre-primary schools in the middle of a
slum3. in the street child who for the first
time recognizes with wonder that “I have a
face 3 I am a person too”.
Each little miracle is a result of hours and days
of travel3 data entry , meetings , missed
lunches, report writing and follow up, simply put , every daily action that together
created fundamental change in peoples
lives. So as a CHRISTMAS and New Year’s
wish to each one of you and especially to
each of your loved ones whose constant support, love and understanding has made it possible to do what we do .
May you find Joy, Fulfillment and Love in
the year 2009, and may we together ensure
that the voices of our communities are heard
loud and clear in the next year and years to
come .
Thank you so much for your continued support.
With faith and goodwill

Rig
I believe that today, we have a collective dream
that everyone of us has helped shape. And

Director, Cathedral Relief Service
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SANGRAMINAGAR VILLAGE GETS A HEALTH CENTRE
If you think that Indian trains are
crowded, then you are absolutely right. The station was
crowded and the platforms were
crowded.
Anyway, we all
boarded and squeezed into the
same carriage.

sound of a conch. The new
health centre was also hung
with garlands, marked with a
plaque of recognition, and ribbon was cut to mark the occasion – by one of the two Government officials also there.

After alighting, we left under
bicycle power – sitting on a
wooden platform fixed trailer.
Our “driver” pedalled us along
tracks all the way to our shady
destination amongst trees in the
delta area.

This building is only a concrete
shell but with lovely wooden
doors and windows; it is paid for
through CRS funds and the
Government will provide equipment and medicines. The
ground floor room is planned for
outpatients, the first floor area
for more serious cases and
those who may need to stay onsite, the roof is a potential top
floor if developed. The nearest
hospital is one hour away, so for
2,500 families this health centre
will provide access to a doctor,
health workers and paramedics.
This means preventative information and guidance as well as
responsive medical care when
needed.

And there we were greeted by
many smartly dressed adults
and children from different villages, with flower petals and the

There were speeches and we
were entertained beautifully with

Local Politician Has a Check
tea, music, dancing, singing –
and presented with thank you
cards. This health centre has
been built as part of an agreement between CRS and Government, that they will provide
six and we will provide one
(three of theirs are already
built).
Jenni Dare

BIBIBAGAN—A MUSLIM COMMUNITY IN CALCUTTA
Our group of six entered this
Muslim colony, euphemistically
named, for the area is in effect,
a slum. Bibi Bagan means ladies’ garden in Urdu for many,
many years ago, this is what it
was. What a change of fortune!

minute rooms behind them; a
few boys, eager for contact, followed us wherever we went,
talking cricket; girls too follow

It is a place of contrasts. Tired
women with a weary sadness

Making Blackboard Chalks

Women’s Empowerment Group
behind the eyes, leant on their
doorways, the blackness of their

but were shy and when encouraged to join in, just smiled and
turned away. CRS has been
involved with Bibi Bagan for
many years.
We entered a
room packed with children from
3 to 14 years. There was in another small, overcrowded courtyard a group of children making

blackboard chalk. And last we
visited a small room packed with
shy Muslim women, making and
embroidering clothes, proud of
their work in this empowerment
class. Afterwards they sell their
wares and open their own bank
book in order to achieve some
independence.
Space is at a premium and CRS
have found it difficult to get the
people to give them more, all of
the present classes being taken
in people’s houses. In spite of
such minor areas of tension, the
classes are thriving and those
taking part are happy with the
opportunities provided.
Our
money has been well spent. I
felt privileged to be there, but
there is still so much to do.
Barbara Topley
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PROGRESS AT GOBINDER BANERJEE LANE

It was great to be back at Gobinder Banerjee Lane
(colloquially known as “GB
Lane”). I first visited here in
March 2001 and was “moved”
by the lack of space for the
large number of kindergarten
children, the women’s empowerment groups that meet there
and the health service we provide. It was to enable us to provide a further classroom for this
school that I ran the Chicago
Marathon in October 2001 and
called upon your generosity.
Thanks to that generosity, the
school now has a ground and 2
upper floors and the number
and age-range of children has
increased to @ 180 kids. About
60% of these kids are Muslim
and 40% Hindus and others.
Many are the kids of sex workers. The ground floor is the
health centre for which CRS
pays the government doctor by
the hour.
On the way to GB Lane, we
stopped at a sweet stall and
quite shocked the stall holder
when we asked to buy the
whole sweet jar of his stock of
Cadbury’s Eclairs – all 1,200
sweets. Not all for the kids at

Goods made by the Ladies
GB Lane but for each colony
visit planned. We had stowed
away a healthy supply of balloons and crayons etc to keep

the kids happy – which we did!
Wanting to help themselves, the
kids have established their own
management committee to run
their affairs and they give feedback to a separate adult management committee for the colony which covers the school
which is 12 strong – all men!
We had a meeting with 4 of
them who were challenged
when I asked them as to why
their management committee
was all male. Clearly I had
struck a roar nerve. No better
time to issue a challenge so,
after we had had a good debate
about the status and role of
women, I told them that within
the next 2 years - when I will
return – they should consider
making at least 2 of their 12
women who should be effective
decision-makers, not just there
for appearance only. They accepted my challenge so we’ll
see!
Eileen and Ray used the visit to
set up a link between the kids at
St Alphrege’s Primary School in
Greenwich and GB Lane and
brought letters and pictures
which Ray handed out. Ray told
the class of 8-9 year olds of his
idea and the kids were very excited about taking part. They
agreed to prepare letters and
pictures in response for the UK
kids.
So what more can we do here?
I had to pay a visit whilst we
were there and was taken to a
single squat toilet (ie. a hole in
ground with a ceramic surround)
hidden behind a creaky wooden
half door.There is this one single toilet for 180 kids and the
women’s empowerment groups.
My photograph shows reality
There is sufficient space for us
to upgrade the toilet area which

is a very necessary must and
which I see as a top priority.
We need about £500. Let me

The Single toilet at G. B. Lane!
know if you can help..
There are 3 PCs installed on the
second floor but there is a need
for more but this room is not
large enough. There is space to
build a vocational training room
and this is on our agenda. We
need about £3,000 for this.

Computer Skills Are Now Taught
Again, let me know if you can
help.
GB Lane is one of our best success stories but, as I have said
above, there is more to do.
CRS has been here for @18
years and, once we have sorted
out the toilets and the vocational
training room, it may well be
time to move on and start a new
project elsewhere. God willing,
everything is possible.
Adrian Whalley
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MORE PROGRESS AT BASANTI DEVI COLONY
It is three years since our last
visit and Basanti Devi Colony
looked familiar and yet different.
The old fragile school building is
now a solid concrete structure
accommodating a pre-school
class, a Health and Awareness
programme and offering a meeting room for the community.
Across a courtyard stands the
‘new’ school, built two years
ago.
It has 200 pupils with
class sizes varying from 26 in

and English and we were
treated to an enthusiastic rendition of the Hokey-Cokey and
Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star, with
appropriate actions!
Many of
the children here have drug addict parents and they walk an
hour or more each day to
school. It was humbling, moving and gratifying to see their
enjoyment in learning and to
realise that there is hope for
their future, which there certainly would not be without this
school.
One pupil, a boy of 12, was discovered to have considerable
football talent. His father is a
poor fisherman, his mother a
cleaner. CRS was instrumental
in enabling him to join a coaching course in France for a month
and are now looking into the
best way to nurture this talent.

The New Schoolroom
one nursery class to 44 in Primary 1. Lessons are in Bengali

Bishu Chakraborty is another
successful ‘old boy’. He is a
Doctor specialising in physio-

therapy and has stayed to serve
his local community rather than
escaping to a more prosperous
suburb.
The visible signs of progress are
the new school, a prospective

Class Linked to St Margaret, Lee
football star and a new Doctor
but a sense of confidence, pride
in their achievements and their
hopes for the future are also
very important and will sustain
them as they go forward.
Eileen Brookes

OUR FUTURE PROJECTS NEEDING YOUR
SUPPORT
The Friends visit has revealed a number of projects which would greatly enhance the
work of CRS:
1.

2.
3.

Can you imagine a UK school having a single hole in the ground toilet for 180 pupils? Look at the picture on Page 4! There is space even in this cramped location
to construct new facilities and add a specialised computer room.
Now that the new venture at Sunderbans (page 7) has been such a success, the
school can be re-housed in a permanent structure.
The Medical centre at Sangraminagar (page 3) now requires outfitting with a full
range of medical equipment.

Since all the Friends administration is carried out by the Trustees we depend on regular
contributions to provide the income which is then transmitted to CRS in its entirety.
You can find Gift Aid and Banker’s Order Forms via the website:

http://friends-of-crs.org.uk/
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DONATION PROVIDES BALARAMPUR HEALTH CENTRE
Balarampur is one of the rural
villages supported by CRS.
Reaching it is no mean task. An
hour and a half by train from
Kolkata to Shamgranpur, is followed by ten miles in a “tuk tuk”
along a narrow brick path which
in places is just wide enough for
the wheelbase of the vehicle.
I visited Balarampur in March
2006, and it was marvellous to
see the changes that had occurred. The most obvious were
the new health centre and expanded school buildings, but
there was a quite apparent increase in confidence and optimism.

clothes, and led by a group of
dancing girls between two lines
of villagers who showered us
with flowers. The new health
centre, built with money donated
by Henry Blyth, but the centre
was opened by Henry’s
nephew, the Reverend Suni
Caleb, who is principal of
Bishop’s College, the Anglican
theological college in Kolkata.

away along rough tracks,

Solar Power Controller
Next it was time for a celebration with candles, speeches,
and song and dance. This took
place in the expanded school. It
was Children’s Day and the chil-

Balarampur Health Centre

Plaque Recognizing Henry Blyth’s
Donation
We were given a rapturous and
warm welcome, being met by
almost the entire village, everyone dressed in their finest

The solar-powered health centre
is an impressive building of
three stories, with a wellequipped clinic on the ground
floor, and space for in-patients
above. It serves eight villages
and a population of 7000 people: highly necessary as the
nearest hospital is 40 kilometres

Consultation in Progress
dren were gathered there to
take part in the fun. The school,
supported by CRS, has 200 children aged from 5 to 10, who are
then “mainstreamed” into government schools.
Clive Brown

THE DISABLED ARE NOT LEFT BEHIND
If such a high proportion of children in the packed communities
of Kolkata do not receive a
school education, what are your
prospects if you have a mental
disability, such as Downs’ Syndrome? For 15 young men,
aged 15 to 18, the answer is
positive as they have been accepted in the special facilities
within the CRS buildings located
in the haven of the precincts of
the Cathedral. They have been
accepted for a year-long course
to equip them to handle their
lives better in a difficult city.

There, under the guidance and

The Boys tell us their Names

tutelage of trained teachers,
they are able to learn craft skills

commensurate with their abilities, such as making handbags.
They learn how to relate to their
fellow students and assist each
other. Some of them go on to
work in the CRS printing shop.
They demonstrated their learning skills by entertaining us with
a song. Their problems were
highlighted by the presence of
their mothers, who waited patiently outside at the end of the
day to take them back home, a
journey which might take 1 or 2
hours.
Ray Brookes
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THE CRS NEW VENTURE IN SUNDERBANS
To the South of Kolkata lies the
delta region, known as Sunderbans, home to the Bengal Tiger
Reserve. It is also the location
of a new school venture for
CRS, opened a year ago in partnership with Arpon Mahila Samtiti, a charity run by Sekhar Mohanti, a resident of Basanti, a
small town on the edge of the
delta.
We arrived at Basanti
after a 3 hour ride from Kolkata,
to realise that the next stage
had to be completed by boat. A
wonderful old 50’ wooden ship,
with a thumping 6 cylinder diesel engine, took us chugging
around the watercourses for
some 2 hours fortified by a first
class cooked lunch prepared in
the stern.
Suddenly our destination hove
into view. With rising apprehen-

boats, the mud coming also to
knee height! We descended a
steep gang plank into the boats,
gingerly holding a siderail held
by ship’s crew, and were hauled

Hard Labour for Reception Crew
by a small army of sweating
men to shore!
As we started our 2 km trek
across cultivated fields, we espied a distant sea of vivid colours, particularly eye-catching
crimson. As we approached the
village we realised that some
300 women were dressed in

A Muddy Arrival!
sion we realised that the tide
had receded and our route to
dry land lay across 100 metres
of 12 inch deep mud! Not to
worry. The reception committee
waded out with a couple of

conch shells, singing a joyous
welcome and showering us with
petals. We were ushered into
the small simple structure, built
from bamboo poles with a
thatched roof and earthen floor.
The women were joined by all
the men and children of the village sitting outside to watch the
proceedings.
After speeches of thanks for
this centre, which provides a
health clinic, health awareness

Guard of Honour
their finest sarees and waiting to
form a guard of honour to the
community building, blowing

The Entire Village Participated
education, pre-school and primary schooling, we were treated
to displays of dancing and singing by the children, together with
a role play around the diagnosis
and treatment of a sick villager.
The whole community demonstrated obvious pleasure at our
visit and made it clear that they
are thankful for the opportunity
the centre offers. Our return to
the boat was enlivened by Director Rig David, spurning the
transport and losing his balance
in the deep mud!
Ray Brookes

“CALCUTTA” or “KOLKATA”
The official name of the city is now “Kolkata” which you will see (e.g.) on airport destination lists,
although the pronunciation is little different from the English “Calcutta”. You will generally find Kolkata used in the Newsletter text, but to change the name of the “Friends” would require a tedious
piece of administration with the Charities Commission. So we keep the existing formal name for the
present, particularly as Calcutta remains more familiar to a British audience and Indians themselves
offer use the older spelling and pronunciation.
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FACES OF OUR
CHILDREN

Friends of Calcutta
Cathedral Relief Service
Honarary Secretary
Adrian Whalley
The White Cottage,
Main Street,
Botcheston,
Leicestershire LE9 9FF

tel: 0044 (0)1455 828506

mob: 0789 490 1961

WEBSITE: http://friends-of-crs.org.uk/
There is a “Friends” website where information on the Cathedral Relief Service can be found and
forms for contributions by Banker’s Order and Gift Aid declarations can be downloaded.

COMMUNICATION BY EMAIL?
Many of you will appreciate that email makes an important contribution to both the speed and cost of
communication. If you are able to receive future Newsletters and communication by email, the cost
savings will go to CRS in Kolkata.
Please email your address to Adrian Whalley at adrian@mpswebco.org.uk
Your address will be kept completely secure with Friends addresses and will not be used for any purpose other than for communications in relation to CRS and its business.

