Basanti Devi Colony Annual
Sports

In mid-February, CRS organized the BD Colony
Annual Sports Extravaganza. All the events
were arranged according to the ages of the girls
and boys and the Sishu Jagat (Children’s
Parliament) took an active part in the
management to make the event a grand
success. The programme began with the drill
play and dance performed by the children. Other
events included a walking race (too hot to run!), a
spoon race and a fancy dress parade by the
children were greatly enjoyed by all. Snacks and
drinks were given to all the participants and the
race winners were awarded at a closing
presentation.

Topsia ENT (ear, nose and
throat) health camp

An ENT camp for community people was held in
mid-January at CRS’ Topsia centre. The CRS
health programme provides services to the both
community people and school children, its aim
being to improve the health of the entire
community. During the monthly health clinic,
our health team observed that the majority of the
people in this area suffered from ear infections.
The cause may be because Topsia is located in
a congested area highly affected by noise and
air pollution, an unhygienic environment. CRS
organized a health camp in Topsia with
Dr.S.Gupta, a renowned ENT specialist. 25
people were examined and given necessary
treatment. Health care guidance was also
offered.

Women’s Self Help - Batik Bags
‘Believe in Women’ Empowerment
In 2010, two ladies representing a Presbyterian
Church women’s group in the United States visited
CRS projects in Kolkata. Rig David, as Director,
introduced them to the women’s Self Help Groups
trained by CRS in tailoring and who showed them
bags designed and made by them and sold as an
income generating scheme to create a family income
stream. The visitors were so impressed that they
purchased some to take home. Shortly afterwards,
Rig received a communication from an Art
Director/Production Associate of Presbyterian
Women’s Ministries (Presbyterian Church US) as
she needed 2,200 bags for this group’s women’s
conference in the US in July 2012. A deal was
negotiated and struck with the bags to be made to
specifications and designs provided by the customer.
In October 2011 October a group of 20 Presbyterian
women led by the Art Director / Production Associate
visited Kolkata and visited the slums and women self
help groups who formed the production team. Since
the deal in 2010, CRS had been training both the
teachers and women’s groups for the production of

these bags.
Production started in April 2012 to a hectic schedule.
During the concentrated production process, the
atmosphere was one of teams working together and
the belief that they could achieve it – exactly the motto

of the women’s self help groups. The bags were
completed comfortably ahead of schedule and sent
on to the customer who was delighted with the
results.

Football Squads
2012 has seen the number of football squads increase
from 2 to 5 through the hard graft of Tandra Das and
Dipanker Sarkar aided by Loughborough Emmanuel
Football Club (“LEFC”) which provided sufficient kit to
enable this to happen. There are now football squads in
the colonies (or slums) of Gobindo Banerjee Lane,
Basanti Devy, Bibibagan, Topsia and Shukantanagar.
BD Colony and Bibibagan played an entertaining match
on 23 November seen by two of our Trustees, Adrian
Whalley and Clive Brown whilst visiting. A number of
other matches have been played throughout the year and some photos accompany this piece.
Adrian is planning to meet up separately with both Anu, the CRS Communications and Resources Manager,
and the Emmanuel Youth Worker to work out a more effective strategy for creating communications links
between the LEFC Under 13s and the slum squads – one of the purposes of this venture. More details will
appear in the next Quarterly.

Roof construction of Kachuberia
CRS is working in collaboration with the Kachuberia
Development Action Group (KDAG), a rural based
voluntary organization, some way south of Kolkata.
Together CRS and KDAG work for the welfare and
before
development of children and women in Kachuberia
village, an area of extreme depravation. In 2009, CRS after
started to support the children’s education here and now
there are 58 students in one school. A team from the UK
led by Adrian Whalley visited the school in March 2011
and it was apparent that the school roof was badly in need
of replacement. School was impossible for the children in the heavy monsoon rains. Mary Heath of the
Tadworth and Walton Overseas Aid Trust (‘TWOAT’) was part of the visiting team and, having seen the need,
subsequently lobbied TWOAT which provided the funds for the roof reconstruction works to be completed –

Please visit our new website : www.friendsofcrs.co.uk

UK friends Quarterly
News in Brief
Bishop of Derby selects CRS for his
Harvest Appeal 2011 and a record
amount is raised in these austere times
Ÿ Canadian Friends of CRS is launched –
March 2012
Ÿ Slum schools achieve record results for
students enrolled and those
mainstreamed into state education
Ÿ Women’s Empowerment Groups meet
order for 2,200 Batik bags for the US
ahead of schedule – July 2012
Ÿ CRS Printing Press transformed with
DTP facility and ready to meet your
printing needs
Ÿ Launch of new website
Ÿ Slum football squads increased from 2 to
5 and negotiations underway with the
Indian Football Association for
assistance with coaching
Brief articles about all this news and more
appear in this issue.
Ÿ

Educational Achievements in
2012
Kuheli as lead manager on education in the
colonies has, through her staff, achieved some
great successes in 2012. In some cases (eg.
BD Colony), a Government school has
opened which so takes the pressure off the
CRS school as it is better all round for the child
to be within the state education system if this
exists. CRS is meeting an unmet need, not
competing against the state system. The table
below shows the success that Kuheli and her
team have been having.

Issue-1/ Dec 2012
Printing Press – Read all About It!
The CRS Printing Press has been transformed into a commercial venture and the UK Trustees agreed to a
loan from legacy funds held in Kolkata for the purchase of a Desk Top Publishing facility. A monitor, keyboard,
scanner, hardware and software are now up and running. The Printing Press is to repay the loan to the legacy
fund from income it generates from its commercial
activities. Dipankar Sarkar, Tandra Das and Anupurba
Mukhopadhyay, the team’s new communications and
resources manager, are all ‘DTP’ trained and ready for your
business.
The Printing Press is providing service sheets, gift
envelopes, wedding and funeral stationery and other print
for the Cathedral and is formatting the Calcutta Diocese
official calendar for 2013. Other capabilities include:
booklets, vouchers, visiting cards, leaflets, progress reports, receipts, certificates etc.
This Quarterly, prepared by Adrian Whalley whilst in Kolkata in November 2012, was prepared using the DTP
facility. Further, Adrian had some new business cards formatted and printed by the DTP - at the equivalent of
£2.50 for 100 cards of a quality more than equal to that found in the UK. Please contact Adrian on
secretary@friendsofcrs.co.uk if you would like to know more about how CRS can meet your printing needs.
Launch of Canadian Friends of CRS

Derby Diocese Harvest Appeal 2011

Sheila Johnston and her husband Simon of
Vancouver, Canada visited Kolkata to research a
book Simon was writing about his ancestry as Kolkata
is Simon’s place of birth. On visiting St Paul’s
Cathedral and buying some bangles made by the
CRS women’s empowerment groups, they became
aware of CRS’ existence. Being unable to visit any
CRS projects on this visit, once back home, Sheila
contacted Adrian Whalley to find out more. The rest is
history.
In March 2012, Rig and Adrian attended the Canadian
‘Friends of CRS’ launch weekend in Vancouver with
Rig’s air ticket and expenses funded from the
personal funds of the UK trustees.

“No one who has visited the Calcutta slums could fail
to be moved by the conditions in which families live. I
have witnessed this personally and have chosen to
support the Cathedral Relief Service this year.
Through their education and healthcare programmes,
the CRS works tirelessly to provide the children with
the foundation for a better future”. So said the Bishop
of Derby, the Rt Rev’d Dr Alastair Redfern at the
launch of his 2011 Harvest Appeal to raise funds for
CRS’ work.

Now Sheila has
appointed trustees,
has lodged papers
to set up the
Canadian Friends
as a registered
society and she and
Simon are returning
to Kolkata in Q1
2013 to see some
projects. We wish them every success with their
enviable motivation.

Derby Diocese funded flights to enable CRS’ Director,
Rig David, to visit the UK in the autumn of 2011 to
assist Adrian Whalley with the Derbyshire campaign
to speak at engagements to raise awareness of the
need. An astounding £27,500 was kindly donated, the
highest amount that has ever been raised by Derby
Diocese for such an appeal. Purposes of use have
been agreed with Bishop Alastair and it is hoped that
quarterly progress reports will appear on Derby
Diocese and CRS websites from March 2013.

