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STOP PRESS—RIG DAVID’S VISIT TO UK
Director Rig David has been
visiting the UK in September/
October, primarily to promote
the Derby Diocese’s Harvest
Fund-Raising Appeal.
More
about this in due course.

Rig David Accepts a Cheque
for CRS

Here he is shown accepting a
cheque, the result of a collection by children of St Alphege’s
C of E School in Greenwich and
also enjoying a few moments of
relaxation in the British Museum

Friends of Calcutta
Cathedral Relief Service
Newsletter—October 2011
A TRIP TO REMEMBER

He was Impressed with the
Sculptures from Ancient Greece

BANKER’S ORDER & GIFT AID
The Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service derives its funds from church contributions and individual donations. The raising of funds
can be greatly helped by two factors. We carry out administration on a voluntary basis. Regular payments by Banker’s Order enables us to
build on current donations and to budget and plan ahead. By making a Gift Aid declaration you help us to recover some £2,000 per year
from the government to forward to CRS. Send your completed form to Adrian Whalley.

Friends of Calcutta CRS Banker’s Order
To::::::::::::::::::.(Name of your own Bank)

:::::::::::..(Account Number)
at::::::::::::::::::...

::::::::::..(Sort Code)
:::::::::

:::::.(Postcode)

Please pay the Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service
at Sort Code 20-98-57, Account No. 30389226 the sum of

:::::...(figures) ...::::::::::::::::::...(words)

£

on:::::::::..(Date of First payment)

.

and thereafter each . ::::::..::::::..(month, quarter, year)
until otherwise instructed by me. This Banker’s Order supercedes any existing order
::::::::::.(Date)

:::::::::::::::.(Signature)

I want the Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service (Charity Commission No. 266302) to reclaim tax on all
donations I have made since 6th April 2000 and on all donations I may make in the future.
I note that I should tell the Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Services if I do not pay tax at least equal to the
tax reclaimable on my donations.

Adrian Whalley, Honorary Secretary
Friends of Calcutta Cathedral Relief Service
The White Cottage
Main Street
Botcheston
Leicestershire LE9 9FF
tel: 0044 (0)1455 828506
mob: 0789 490 1961
Email: adrian@mpswebco.org.uk

WEBSITE: www.friends-of-crs.org.uk

the streets. The longer established schools were truly amazing –
one, Gobinder Banerjee Lane, has a very old tree growing up into
and through the roof! The pupils range from 3 up to 11/12 years old,
all spotless in their school uniforms; some sitting on the floor; others
at desks – all bright-eyed and eager to learn, especially English
which is understood by all the educated Indians. Without early
learning, it is almost impossible to access state education because
so many in the deprived areas are ‘stateless’ - originating from a civil
war in what is now Bangladesh. To encourage saving, each child is
encouraged to have a bank account and bank book of their own and
Our affiliation with the Cathedral Relief Service meant our visits were are encouraged to save – even 1 rupee - regularly.
to schools established by CRS in the slums (or ‘colonies’ as they
know them) to benefit the children who would otherwise have no On our return, several of us resolved to help this work financially on
education. In addition, we saw the women’s self-help groups en- a regular basis to ensure its continuation and growth. May be some
gaged in skills training to enable them to have a livelihood of their of you as readers may feel moved to do the same?
own and school children receiving treatment at a school health clinic
‘Melbourne Ladies’
– the benefit of which helps to keep them in school rather than on Suzette Cooper

MANAGEMENT ISSUE—AN URGENT NEED

Gift Aid Declaration

:::::::::::::::::::..(signed)

In March this year, 9 of us left England for India and 2 ½ weeks later
arrived back profoundly changed. Cathedral Relief Service and its
offices were our daytime base for lunch, services and friendship.
We were privileged to share in the Ash Wednesday communion
service at St Paul’s Cathedral where Adrian preached and another of
our number, Joan, played the piano (without warning)! I was shamed
to hear the list of groups participating in the Kolkata Easter ‘Walk of
Witness’ – Plymouth Brethren and Roman Catholics and many others. Oh that they might be so open!

:::::::.::..(date)

COMMUNICATION BY EMAIL?
Many of you will appreciate that email makes an important contribution
to both the speed and cost of communication.
Please email your address to adrian@mpswebco.org.uk.
Your address will be kept completely secure and will not be used for
any purpose other than for communications in relation to CRS and its
business.
has generously covered the production costs of this Newsletter. The
company is a leading independent
oil and gas company with interests in Europe, South and South East
Asia and Africa and prides itself on the assistance it provides in local
infrastructure for the poorer countries in which it operates.

When visiting Kolkata in March 2011, two of the Trustees
made a frank assessment of the structure, staffing and finances of CRS. After lengthy discussions with Rig and two
members of the Executive Committee, a worrying picture
emerged.
In terms of staff, there is an urgent need to increase the salaries of staff and field workers to be in line with average pay in
their sector. CRS would also like to provide some pension
and medical benefits for staff, which are necessary in a
country without the social security that we enjoy.

is running a deficit of approximately £10,000 per annum.
Rig is looking to strengthen local fund-raising strategies in
Kolkata but he needs our support too. We have calculated
that the Friends of CRS need to double the annual grant of
£30,000 that we send most years.

Can you help? Make a Standing Order if you aren’t already a
regular contributor. If you have a Standing Order perhaps
you could increase it? In fact, since the appeal in the February 2011 Newsletter, some 15 kind people have already
done so. Perhaps you could make a one-off donation for a
In terms of resources, capital investment is needed for CRS particular item? You can always tell your friends about CRS
to replace their ageing vehicles. Further funds are needed to and ask if they are interesting in supporting the work. Perpurchase a desk-top publishing facility that would enable the haps you can organise a fund-raising event?
printing press to turn into a commercial venture.
We appreciate all the financial support that you give. It
In terms of activities, Rig would like to consolidate the pro- makes a real difference to the lives of poor and marginalised
jects with the possibility of withdrawing from some and focus- people in India. In the next Newsletter, we will outline some
ing capital expenditure on rural projects where the need is of the steps that Rig and his team are taking to implement
greatest.
crucial changes to the organisation and meet the challenges
ahead.
So there are various areas in which CRS needs investment –
Turn to page 4 of this
to increase support for loyal personnel, invest in new reNewsletter to see how to respond
sources and strengthen core activities. But the organisation
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CRS COLLABORATION WITH KABUCHERIA DEVELOPMENT
ACTION GROUP
Kachuberia, a village located around 40 miles south of Kolkata, has The community using the school has asked for CRS’ help to replace
a relatively small population of 3,220, of which 1,843 are children. the roof. Now that the monsoons are over, the community is all
Children between 2-5 years are receiving pre-primary education.
geared up to get this work done so that the children will be able to

TALK WITH YOUR FEET, PLAY WITH YOUR HEART
On the 11th of March, 2011 we the Kubs
(B.D. Colony) played a football match with
the Colts (G.B.Lane) at Ward No 23. The
captain of our team was Prasanta Mondal
and that of the Colts was Biswajit Ray. Mr.
John Thomas was the referee. We were
extremely excited to play in front of our
visiting friends from the UK. The Ronaldo
and Messi in us rose to such an extent that
even the sudden rain and storm could not
stop us from playing this match!

“KUBS” versus
The match started around 3.45pm but it
just poured and poured with rain. We
had no other option but to play bare foot. The challenging weather
and our adrenalin rush seemed to be competing with each other

“COLTS”

every time we kicked the ball. The wind too seemed
to be playing with us as it kept diverting the ball from
the goal post. The first goal was scored after around
20 minutes by us and again the second goal was
scored in the last 10 minutes. The match was over at
4.45pm and the score board read ‘Kubs 2; Colts 0!
Victory was ours (not for the first time) and we could
not have been happier. We surely felt like the stars
winning a World Cup match. Now we know as a
team how Spain felt after the 2010 World Cup Finals.
The long day ended and both the teams were
awarded medals and we were served tiffin,
after that we all went back home. Indeed this
match was an experience worth cherishing.
Translated from a piece written by B.D Colony

Football Squad.

GREETINGS FROM B.D. COLONY FOOTBALLERS TO LEFC

The Offending Roof at Kachuberia
The existing rural school building has a single classroom with a very
old roof which needs to be replaced. This dilapidated roof makes
teaching difficult due to the scorching summer sun (bringing temperatures of up to 45 C) swiftly followed by the monsoon rains.

Rural Schools are Greatly Valued
learn in a much more conducive environment. We are very grateful
that, through the ‘UK Friends’, the Tadworth and Walton Overseas
Aid Trust have made a substantial donation to enable this roof to be
replaced. It was a pleasure to provide the 10 visitors from the UK
with a presentation and lunch when they visited us in March.

At B.D Colony, we go to school, play and have a lot of fun. Along
Before signing off, the Kubs wish LEFC ‘ALL THE BEST’ for the
with our books what keeps us going is our passion for football. We
new season.
have a small ground in BD Colony which allows us to have friendly
football matches against our team members in different classes. Our
ground has no grass but a lot of pebbles and stones! We have goal
posts made of bricks placed on either side and yet when we play, we
BD Colony
have so much fun and enjoy the excitement of playing and be
watched playing. As you are aware, we are the Kubs of B.D Colony.
Football
The monsoon in Kolkata has been in full swing but it is the season
for football. We really love playing the game in the rain and slush.
The season for Loughborough Emmanuel Football Club will be starting soon so we can imagine the excitement in the air for our friends
there.

FRIENDS OF CCRS & LOUGHBOROUGH EMMANUEL FOOTBALLCLUB (“LEFC”)

Loughborough Emmanuel Football
Club

KUBS and COLTS after the Match

CRS Staff Profile RIG DAVID – DIRECTOR
Name:

Rig David

Place of birth:

Calcutta

Religion:

Christian

Favourite food and why:

My favourite food is rice, pulses and fish as it is simple
and digestible

Favourite music:

I love listening to Indian pop, Bengali pop, English folk

Favourite sports:

Hockey – I played a lot of hockey whilst I was at school
–usually at the back, defending. It has taught me a lot!

Hobbies:

Listening to music and reading

Job title:

Director (Cathedral Relief Service)

Duties performed:
Overseeing CRS staff, devising programmes and projects, and coordinating team members to get the job done.
Working at CRS since:

You may have seen the top story in the June 2010 Newsletter in
which we (Reshmi Mukherji and I) explained the background to this
initiative. I want to give you an update its fruits and of how this sponsorship relationship is developing.

these services comes to CRS for football development in Kolkata;
The possibility of LEFC funding a link in Kolkata between the Indian
Football Association and the CRS squads – possibly for the provision of coaches;

In purely financial terms, the £500 we initially ‘invested’ has yielded a
return of £1,452 over the two seasons 2009 – 2010 and 2010 –
2011. Given this encouraging return, a further £500 sponsorship has
been made recently for the next two seasons and Rig and I have
met with the LEFC’s new secretary and Rev’d Michael Broadley,
Emmanuel’s Team Rector and keen supporter of the initiative to plan
the way ahead. Ideas include the following:

The possibility of the individual boys in Kolkata being linked up with
a ‘buddy’ at LEFC to share football tips etc;
Encouragement of boys at both ends to communicate with each
other electronically as well as through exchange of cards as has
happened already;

Rig in process of setting up additional squads from other slums to
I have been given top slot at LEFC’s AGM in October to present to form a league to play against each other, to help in players learning
cause and to seek ‘buy-in’ to the vision;
teamwork, motivation, sense of pride and building other skills. Vision is to have future inter-squads (and nationalities!) tournament.
That I should continue to attend and make presentations at the two
LEFC end-of-season award ceremonies in May to provide informa- Let me know if you have ideas too. I plan to have a regular feature to
tion about the development work of Rig and his team in the colonies keep you posted with developments.
as well as Kolkata colony football news. Half of the collections from
Adrian Whalley

Team

2004

The objective of your role: To ensure justice to marginalized people in colonies (or slums) in urban Kolkata and rural villages in West Bengal to coordinate the efforts of CRS in their endeavours.
The difference I am making to CRS: Co-ordinating the team effort – both in Kolkata and globally. Ensuring that the poor
and needy in the colonies receive the development assistance they need to enable them to achieve their dreams. Initially
the development ideas must come from them.
If CRS had all the money in the world, what would be the two greatest needs that could enable you to do your job
better and what difference would it make?:
1. To enable more street, slum (urban and rural) children to gain a basic education and be mainstreamed into the state education sector;
2. To upgrade the Printing Press with a desk top publishing facility and more modern equipment to provide an additional
income-producing commercial facility for printing for local and international connections.

•

Where do you see CRS 5 years down the line?: I have an ambition for CRS to expand its work in the more needy
colonies in and around Kolkata. Further, after 40 years of Communist government in West Bengal, to work proactively with
the newly appointed Congress Party - with whom I have influential contacts - to implement further projects for women and
children in the areas of health and livelihood.

