Friends Update
July 2019

Welcome to the latest update from the UK Friends of CRS! There’s plenty to share
since our previous newsletter last summer and the special issue on the Derby Diocese
partnership last autumn.
Find out about a new community where CRS is working, major expansion of the
building at Mahamaya, and the need for an upgrade to facilities at Pally Mangal. Read
about the continued growth of the Nari Dana project and how money raised by
schools in Derbyshire has been used to buy furniture, food and fans. There’s also a
financial update, a short account of a day of fun enjoyed by children from CRS schools,
and a farewell to two friends.

Recent news
Prestigious award for TCDP student
Romita Singha from the CRS Training Centre for Differently-abled Persons
(TCDP) has received a “State Award for Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities 2018” from the Government of West Bengal.
32-year old Romita, who has learning disabilities, suffers from seizures and
has some hearing loss, has been attending the TCDP for the past five years,
where she has learned embroidery and loves to sing.
She received her medal, certificate and cash prize at a ceremony on World
Disability Day. Congratulations to Romita!

If you use social media, please “like” our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/friendsofcrs) and follow our Twitter feed
(@crsukfriends) for the latest news.
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CRS takes on new location: Brace Bridge
By Anita Matthews, Trustee, UK Friends of CRS
Brace Bridge is a busy
commuter
railway
station
in
the
southwest part of
Kolkata. But it is more
than just a station.
Alongside the railway
tracks a community of
around 700 families
lives in the shadow of
the trains.
This is a predominantly
Muslim
community
with people working as
rickshaw pullers and
fruit sellers, in road
construction, as daily
labourers
and
in
domestic
service.
Wages are low and the
illiteracy rate is high.

Families live in shacks constructed of scrap materials right up against the tracks

While women are vulnerable to prostitution,
young people are susceptible to abuse and
substance misuse, and child labour is common.
CRS has partnered with Right Track, a communitybased organisation working in the area. It has
begun with an education programme for children
aged 3 to 13, training for women in needlework,
and health care.
The hope is to develop a community centre to
house these projects.
The CRS mandate is to work with the ‘poorest of the
poor’. The new project at Brace Bridge is a prime
On my most recent visit I asked a girl, “What do example of that. The people of Brace Bridge are
you think of the trains?”. The nine-year old vulnerable and exposed to many dangers. CRS and
replied, “They kill people.”
Right Track hope to make a difference in this vibrant
yet vulnerable community.

http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/locations/brace-bridge/
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Building expansion at Mahamaya nears completion
By Clive Brown, Secretary, UK Friends of CRS
Mahamaya is a small village of about 500 families We are very pleased to say that, through the
about two hours’ drive south of Kolkata.
generosity of our donors, enough money has been
raised to complete the project. What is more, it has
CRS works there in partnership with a local come in within budget!
organisation, Mahamaya Bandhan Samity, which
was founded in 2006 to provide education for the In total £13,500 was given, of which over £7,000
children of the village.
came from Scargill C of E Primary School in Derby
Diocese – a commendable achievement for the
Last July, we published an appeal for funds to build parents, teachers and children of a small school.
a multi-purpose centre for the community.
One of the teachers describes their fundraising
efforts in the next article.
There was already a single-storey building, but the
vision was to build an additional two floors to house With construction of all three storeys finished, the
the school, a medical centre, and a workspace for windows and doors will be next. Everything is on
women to make products for sale on the local schedule for completion by early July before the
market.
rainy season. Next time, we hope to provide news
of how the building is being used.

By mid March the first floor was complete

By late May the second floor was nearing completion

http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/locations/mahamaya/
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Scargill School’s fundraising for Mahamaya
By Zoe Higgins, Teacher, Scargill School, Derbyshire
Back in January 2018, the Headteacher of Scargill
School came back from a visit to Kolkata with a
challenge for our school: to raise the money needed
to build a school, women’s centre and medical
centre at Mahamaya, a village outside Kolkata.

We had a tour of the building and were able to see
how the project would progress. It was exciting to
see the vision and humbling how grateful the staff
were for our fundraising.

At the time of visiting, the stairs led only to an open
Staff, pupils and parents worked hard and gave roof top and only half the children could attend
generously to raise money for the project and I was school at a time due to the building materials filling
excited to be chosen to visit Kolkata in January 2019 the space.
and see the progress at Mahamaya.
After a long journey from the city, we arrived at the
school to a warm welcome including flower petals,
food, beautiful bouquets and an amazing
presentation of song, dance and drama all in front
of a huge pile of sand and bricks!
The construction materials that we had worked
hard to raise money to buy had arrived and building
on the next storey was due to commence.

On the open rooftop during my visit in January

I left excited to hear how the building would
progress. I did not have to wait long: just weeks
later I started receiving pictures of the work and it
was amazing to see.
These have been regularly shared with pupils,
parents and staff back at Scargill and we all feel
proud to be part of a link which brings so much to
those who need support but that also enriches
learning and life at our school.

Funds raised and construction materials purchased

http://www.scargill.derbyshire.sch.uk/content/India_Blog_6.pdf
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Funds needed for extension at Pally Mangal
By Clive Brown, Secretary, UK Friends of CRS
CRS has been involved with the community at Pally Mangal in the Tollygunge area of south Kolkata since
1996 with a focus on women’s empowerment. It started with courses in tailoring and embroidery, with
beautician training added a decade later. Subsequently, some women have joined Nari Dana while others
have set up micro-businesses in their homes. Through these activities for women, CRS has improved the
lives of about 400 families.
The community-owned building that
houses this activity juts out into the
roadway.
At one point, the local authorities wanted
to demolish it, but there is a temple a little
further along the road that equally juts
out.
Since the temple cannot be demolished,
the community building is protected.
In fact, the community committee has
now received permission to construct an
additional floor.
The single-roomed building at Pally Mangal

Anyone who has visited Pally Mangal knows
that the space is tiny. Extra space is
desperately needed.
We very much want to support this project.
The estimated cost of building the extra floor
is approximately £3,300.
Are you able to help raise funds to bring this
to reality?

Women’s group outside the building at Pally Mangal
with the peach-coloured temple in the background

http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/locations/pallymangal/
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Nari Dana continues to strengthen and grow
By Rig David, Director, CRS and Rituparna Ghosh, Production Manager, Nari Dana
Over the past year more women have received Here’s what a few of the women said about their
training on the professional Juki sewing machines, involvement in Nari Dana:
while quality control sessions at regular intervals
help them to hone their techniques.
Sumitra Maji from Pallymangal: “I have been part of
Nari Dana since the beginning. I have learned to
A recent visit by Janet Rogers from the UK was make quality products and have upgraded my
greatly valued. She examined the entire production stitching a lot.”
workflow from raw textile cutting to the finishing
embellishments, identifying stages of the process Dola Ghosh from G B Lane: “I can stitch much better
that need greater attention and additional training. now since joining Nari Dana a year ago. I love to
work here. The earnings from Nari Dana are
invested in my child’s education.”
Umme Habiba from Bibibagan: “I am more
confident in my work now as I understand it better.”
Laxmi Roy from Pallymangal: “Nari Dana has given
me a practical approach to work and a chance to
earn too. We learn new things here every day.”
Priyanka Das from G B Lane: “I have gained so much
practical experience at Nari Dana. As I do not have
any machine at home, I come here regularly to
stitch. I am stitching better now.”

Janet Rogers looked at quality control issues

Products made by Nari Dana have been displayed
and sold at local fairs and exhibitions including the
NGO Mela and the Larson and Toubro annual fair.
Standing proudly behind a display of items they
have created, which is on sale to the general public,
gives our women so much confidence and the
motivation to aim high. Ultimately we want to
produce very high quality products for sale
overseas so the training in quality and attention to
detail continues.
With so many women interested in joining Nari
Dana, the selection criteria have been tightened.

Hard at work on the Juki machines

http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/activities/naridana/
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Derbyshire schools raise funds for CRS
By Clive Brown, Secretary, UK Friends of CRS
The partnership between schools in Derbyshire and
CRS has had many positive results, one of which has
been that teachers who have visited Kolkata have
inspired children at their schools to raise money for
specific needs.

Jenny Gill, who teaches at South Darley Primary
School, visited the CRS project at Hastings in 2018
when children were being taught on rough ground
under a concrete flyover. Her school raised £750
which was used to buy basic equipment for the
children at Hastings, and they have since raised a
Finlay and Stanley, two seven-year old friends, further £800 for CRS. There are now tables and
undertook a sponsored cycle ride to raise money chairs plus a cupboard for supplies, and around 75
for the children at BD Colony after Finlay’s mum, children received uniforms and shoes.
Alexia Wyer, a teacher at Loscoe School, visited.
They raised a remarkable £650, which was added to Having seen the dilapidation of the building at
a further £600 raised by other children at Loscoe. Sukantanagar, St Werburgh’s School raised £2,000
This money is providing food for over 150 children for repairs, including re-roofing the building. The
at BD Colony and Sukantanagar schools. Many work took some time to complete – the monsoon
children arrive at school in the morning not having season is not a good time to re-roof buildings in
had any breakfast and are uncertain whether they Kolkata – but is now finished and the children at
will get a meal in the evening. It is not surprising Sukantanagar now have a smart schoolroom which
that many show signs of undernourishment. By is water-tight.
providing nutrition during the course of the day,
CRS hopes to counter this.
Stephanie Patrick, a teacher at Ashgate School,
visited Topsia last year, and came back with a
shopping list. The school raised £1,200, which was
used to buy uniforms (shirts, shorts, skirts, socks
and shoes), water bottles, school bags, lunch boxes
and water bottles for the children at Topsia, plus
ceiling fans and shoe racks for the school room.

A special thanks to all who fundraised in many
different ways for these projects. Rig David,
Director of CRS says:
“You reached out to children, women and poor
communities across the slums of Kolkata and the
villages of West Bengal and Jharkhand. Every
donation however large or small makes a
difference. God loves a cheerful giver. Please
continue to do so in your prayerful giving.”

http://www.cathedralreliefservice.net/donate/uk/
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Financial update
By Clive Brown, Secretary, UK Friends of CRS
UK Friends of CRS
The UK Friends income for the financial year ended on the 31 March 2019 was £40,686, of which £17,407
consisted of restricted funds, that is money which had been given for specific projects or purposes.
During the financial year, the amount transferred to CRS in Kolkata was £26,529. The final requisition
from CRS for the year is not included in that figure, however, because the transfer actually took place
after 31 March; it was for £11,355, and so the total amount actually sent to Kolkata for 2018/19 was
£37,884.
In June, we transferred a further £22,405 to CRS which included £7,210 for the cost of completing the
building work at Mahamaya. This has, however, left the Friends’ coffers fairly empty!
CRS
A summary of the CRS income and expenditure for the financial year 2018/19 (given in £ at a rate of 88
INR = £1) is as follows:
Income
Donations from the UK
Other Overseas Donations
Local Donations
Other (Interest etc.)
Total

Expenditure
Direct costs of projects
Overheads and Admin
Other Staff Costs
Total

27,752
15,797
27,907
3,124
74,580

91,072
18,675
7,445
117,192

The substantial excess of expenditure over income is accounted for by the accumulated funds at the end
of the previous year which were spent during 2018/19, in particular funds received from Anglican
Overseas Aid (Australia) and local company Larsen and Toubro, which were earmarked for women’s
empowerment, Nari Dana, and the Training Centre for Differently-abled Persons. It is particularly
heartening to see the substantial increase in support from local Indian corporations under their policy of
“corporate social responsibility”, and CRS intends to ensure that this continues to grow in the future.
Nari Dana
A separate limited company was formed to carry on the business of Nari Dana. For the time being,
administrative support is provided by CRS, but in due course it is hoped that these costs can be charged
back to the company when it becomes financially viable. Also, at present the women working in Nari Dana
are paid a piece rate, but the vision is to have an employed workforce paid a regular salary. Below is a
summary of Nari Dana’s income and costs for the financial year 2018/19 (given in £ at a rate of 88 INR =
£1). Nari Dana continues to depend heavily on donations and support from CRS, but it is the vision to see
it develop in time into a self-supporting business.
Income
Donations from Larsen & Toubro
Sale of Products
Total

Costs
Direct Costs
Admin and Salaries allocated to ND
Total

9,659
1,068
10,727
8

7,215
1,688
8,903

CRS Schools Celebration Day
By Johnathan Figg, Teacher, Stanton in Peak Primary School, Derbyshire
The team from Derbyshire who visited Kolkata in January led a ‘School Sports Celebration Day’ on the
final day of their trip on the large sports field at St Thomas Boys’ School in Khidderpore.
Children from CRS Education Centres in the city were invited to experience a range of traditional British
sports and games across the grassy field. Youngsters participated in egg and spoon races, sack races, and
three-legged races. There was football and tug of war. There were team games using parachutes, balls,
bean-bags, and skipping ropes. In addition, a local magician entertained the children during their picnic.
It was a joy to witness the children engaging in all of these activities with such enthusiasm and delight.
The sports field was littered with smiles and laughter throughout the day and concluded with everyone
leaving absolutely exhausted yet full of new memories of an unforgettable day.

In Memoriam
We learned recently that John Rhodes, a long-time supporter of CRS and former
trustee of the UK Friends, died in January.
John was a trustee from the time that the Friends were first formed, and finally retired
in 2018. He was a loyal supporter of CRS over many decades, and his contributions at
trustee meetings were always profound and valued by his colleagues. He was a friendly
and sociable man, and a good companion who will be sorely missed.

9

Celebrating a remarkable life: Mr Prithy Kumar David
By Rig David, Director, CRS
It was with great sadness that I bade farewell to my father in
September 2018, but I would like to share a little of the story of
this inspiring Christian man who shaped my life and many
others.
Prithy Kumar David and his mother used to stand outside the
church in Sudder Street every Sunday and listen to the singing
of hymns. One day, when he was ten years old, an English lady
asked them to come inside. The church became his second
family and he remained a member until the age of 94.
My father was a very religious man. He always said that the
Bible was his strength, and that taking Holy Communion gave
him immense strength and power. Every night he would sit
down with the family for prayers; he prayed for everyone but
himself. At times he fasted and prayed.
His mantra of life was simple living and
high thinking. He was a very forgiving
Having studied at St James School and then St Xaviers College person who had no malice for anyone in
in Calcutta, the main part of his career took place in the High his heart.
Court. He worked there for 40 years as an administrator for the
judges. Along the way he mastered the English language and He loved to be among people young or
learned his dress style from the English barristers.
old, and was universally known as “Pop”
to everyone who knew him. He was
When he retired from the High Court in 1984 that was the start never depressed but always full of
of his second career as a teacher. For nearly 25 years he taught laughter and humour.
students from all strata of society barring caste or religion, rich
and poor, who fondly called him “Grandpa”.
He used to recite these lines: “Christ be
with me, Christ within me, Christ before
He also preached at church every family Sunday for 26 long me, Christ beside me, Christ to comfort
years. He was also a gardener, a tailor, a Chief, a Poet, a and restore me”, which is part of a hymn
storyteller, a homeopath who prescribed medicines. His attributed to St Patrick.
veracity had no end.

Thank you for your ongoing support for the work of CRS.
Every donation, however large or small, makes a difference
to the lives of poor and marginalized people
in the slums of Kolkata and villages of West Bengal.
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